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MINUTES

Date: January 27, 2025
REGULAR BUSINESS
Meeting Opened by: Jim Ferguson led the prayer. Shawn Pugh led the Pledge of Allegiance
Attending were:  Shawn Pugh, Al Vavro, Leslie Osche, Tom Jindra, Millie Pinkerton, Mark Mann, Paul Zechman, Paul Simms, Lyle Robinson, David White, Sue Edwards, Dennis Baglier, Vic Nieto, Barb Gade, Jim Ferguson, Tom Edwards,and Lou Grenci.  Guests: Phil Schmeltzer, Speaker from CCR/VITA program.  
Correspondence/Benevolence:  Request for support from VOICe.  Declined at this time since we assisted them twice last year. 
Birthdays/Anniversaries:  Announced at prior meeting.
Happy Bucks: Barb just returned from a visit to her sister and is heading to see her granddaughter.  Jim Ferguson is happy to welcome great granddaughter Harper Ferguson who arrived just before Christmas. Shawn is happy and appreciative of Lou, Leslie, and Sue…Sue for dinner, Lou for finance and Leslie for keeping us on track.  Millie is happy to have had lunch at Butler Catholic with her great grandson Sebastian.  Mark Mann is happy about his new gas fireplace that is keeping them warm.  Leslie is happy we have a full house at the meeting, for the history of the VITA program and for dinner with her sons and fiancées yesterday.  Dennis is happy for the FBI presentation at New Haven Court on elder fraud which led to a discussion about Rotary sponsoring a speaker series at the Penn.
Millie reminded us we need to reconsider the peace pole installation.  Barb asked for prayers for her son-in-laws father who is dying from cancer. 
Finance Report: Dues bills were distributed.
Impact Club:  Getting ready for the Gala March 29th.  Leslie assisting with website.  Art panels are ordered and expected to be delivered tomorrow.  Stay tuned for the assembly date.  
Boy Scouts:  We need to have a meeting with the Scouts and leaders.  Barb will contact them.  Shawn to connect Barb. 
Meat Raffle:  May 16th is the date.  Will begin working on details next month.
Tech Night: February 10th.  Bring your phones and laptops.  
Speaker/Schedule:  Phil Schmeltzer spoke about the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program.  It has grown over the past 15 years to include 5 sites and 43 volunteers.  Program is supported by the IRS and United Way.  Prepare taxes free for households with income under $60,000 and was built around the earned income tax credit.  It is available for taxpayers with AGI up to $67,000.  Eligible taxpayers could get up to about $7800 back.  1 in 5 people don’t claim the credit even though they are eligible.  Started volunteering 14 years ago and eventually became director.  There is a partnership with SRU whereby accounting students in particular do this as their internship.  They do a training and get IRS certified.  Last year did 1900 returns with more than $2 million in refunds and returns.  This Wednesday is an open house at the Clearview Mall from 10 to 4.  
A. Request from AM Rotary to sponsor a Block of Ice for their Ice Festival in February.   Motion by Millie for $500 sponsorship, second by David. Motion carried.  Check payable to the AM Rotary Club with note for sponsorship of block of ice. 
B. Age of Aquarius:  Motion up to $500 by Lou Grenci with second by Jim Ferguson to purchase tickets for students for the concert.  Motion approved.  
Bob Mikan Scholarship Committee: Gail is to arrange a meeting with the VoTech.  
Golf: Update regarding moving the golf outing to Slippery Rock Golf Club.  No update. 
 closed with 4-way test.
Respectfully Submitted,
Leslie Osche, Secretary
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